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Welcome to Issue 4 of Digging Deeper. 
This year marks an important anniversary 
ÉÎ ,ÅÉÃÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÙȠ 80 years ago, 
in 1939, an archaeologist called Kathleen 
Kenyon completed the first excavation of 
Roman Leicester. This was an important 
point in the ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÙȢ "ÅÆÏÒÅ 
this, over the previous 250 years, 
antiquaries were making chance 
discoveries of Roman artefacts, mosaics 
and other bits of Roman buildings, but 
these finds were often poorly recorded 
and not well understood. 

+ÅÎÙÏÎȭÓ ÅØÃÁÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ between 1936-39 
were the first real archaeological 
investigation within the historic town. 
You can find out more about Kathleen 
Kenyon and the Jewry Wall excavations 
on page 3. 

7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȟ ×Å ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ×ÅȭÄ ÔÈÅÍÅ 
this issue on new archaeological 
discoveries, some made by our own club 
(page 5), some made by researchers at 
the University of Leicester (page 4), and 
others made by archaeologists around 
the world.

2018 was a great year for new 
archaeological discoveries and you can 
read more about the best finds made 
around the world on page 6. The really 
hot summer last year was also really good 
for finding new archaeological sites in 
Britain, you can find out more about why 
this was on page 10. 

Looking ahead (page 11), we will be 
finding out about the Terracotta Army in 
March before heading outside in April to 
look at Angry Architecture at Rushton 
Triangular Lodge, before carrying out a 
building survey of the parish church at 
Burton Overy in May. 

In June we have two excavation 
opportunities, one at Oakham Castle, the 
other at Bradgate Park, then it is the 
Festival of Archaeology in July. This year, 
the festival in Leicestershire and Rutland 
will be running for the whole month with 
lots of exciting events across the two 
counties. Elsewhere, the national Festival 
runs from 13-28 July. Find out more at 
https://festival.archaeologyuk.org/ 

Kathleen Kenyon  Page 3 
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Ancient Egypt activities  Page 12 
 

  

Making new discoveries! 
       by Mathew Morris 

https://festival.archaeologyuk.org/
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CONTACT US: 

The Leicestershire Young 
Archaeologistsȭ Club is part of the 
Council for British !ÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÙȭÓ 
nationwide Young !ÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÉÓÔÓȭ 
Club (YAC). We provide opportunities 
for 8-16 year olds to get their hands 
mucky doing real archaeology. 

The Club has been running since 1996. 
We are ever-growing, always 
welcoming new members to take part 
and providing young adults with 
opportunities to volunteer as branch 
assistants. 

If you would like to find out more about 
the Club, or have a question for us, 
please contact the team: 

W. leicestershireyac.wordpress.com 

E. leicestershireYAC@gmail.co.uk 

One of our Club members, April, has 
started her Duke of Edinburgh (DoE) 
award. Here, she tells us what she has 
been doing. 

v w 

(ÅÌÌÏȢ )ȭÍ !ÐÒÉÌ ÁÎÄ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ 9!# 
ÓÉÎÃÅ ) ×ÁÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÎÉÎÅȢ )ȭÍ ÔÈÉÒÔÅÅÎ ÎÏ× 
ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÄÏÉÎg my Duke of Edinburgh 
award. You have to complete four 
sections to get the award: skills, physical, 
volunteering and an overnight 
ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎȢ  &ÏÒ ÍÙ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ )ȭÍ 
doing walking. I go to scouts so for my 
ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ )ȭÍ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ 
anotÈÅÒ ÓÃÏÕÔ ÔÒÏÏÐȭÓ ÂÅÁÖÅÒÓȢ )ȭÍ ÄÏÉÎÇ 
archaeology for my skills section and I will 
ÄÏ ÍÙ ÅØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅȢ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
keeping a log of archaeological things 
each week for my teacher. 

Because I started doing this on weeks 
where there was no YAC, I described what 
we did at the Bradgate Park excavation 
and researched into Hallaton.  In October 
my family stayed in the Lake District so 
we visited Castle Crag, on top of an old 
slate mine and Rydal Mount, where there 
was a Norse camp mound.  I also went to 
Kenilworth Castle and Ilam Hall.  

My aim with this is to find out more about 
ÁÒÃÈÁÅÏÌÏÇÙȢ )ȭÍ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ 
because I would like to be an 
archaeologist. 

 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE DUKE 
OF EDINBURGH AWARD 

https://www.dofe. org/  

 

  

YAC Duke of edinburgh 
by April Mackay 

 

https://www.dofe.org/
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Kathleen Kenyon (1906-78) was a gifted 
archaeologist and pioneer of excavation 
methodology. Always happiest when 
digging up the past, she strongly believed 
in training students and making 
archaeology accessible to everyone. 
Despite her faults, she did not suffer fools 
easily and sometimes becoming undone 
by her own overconfidence and 
unwillingness to delegate; she is widely 
recognised as one of the greatest 
archaeologists of the 20th century. In 
1973 she was made a Dame of the British 
Empire in recognition of her contribution 
to archaeology. Kathleen Kenyon died in 
1978. 

 

Kathleen Kenyon excavating at the Jewry 
Wall in the 1930s. 

In 1936, aged 30, Kathleen was appointed 
director of excavations at the Jewry Wall 
in Leicester. She had only been an 
archaeologist for 6 years but already had 
an impressive resume in British, African 
and Middle Eastern archaeology ɀ 
including work on the Great Zimbabwe in 
southern Africa, the biblical site of 
Samaria in Palestine and the Roman city 
of Verulamium (St Albans) in England. 

The antiquity of the chunk of masonry 
known as the Jewry Wall, one of the 
largest surviving pieces of Roman 
architecture in Britain, had long been 
known about but no one knew what its 
purpose was. Theories included part of 
the town wall and gate, a temple of the 
2ÏÍÁÎ ÇÏÄ *ÁÎÕÓȟ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ 
forum or a Roman bath house. 

By 1936 the city council had purchased 

Archaeologist excavate next to the Jewry 
7ÁÌÌ ÉÎ ΧίΩάȢ 7ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 
with some colourisation software to 
digitally recolour the photo. You can have a 
go too at colorize-it.com. 

the factory next to the wall and planned 
on demolishing the existing buildings to 
build a public bath. Plans were drawn up 
to excavate the site first, funded by local 
societies and later by the city council. This 
ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ȬÒÅÓÃÕÅȭ digs in the 
country, 60 years before the government 
began to issue guidance on archaeology 
and construction. 

Kathleen Kenyon came to be known as 
ÔÈÅ Ȭ-ÉÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÏÆ 3ÔÒÁÔÉÇÒÁÐÈÙȭ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ 
her role in pioneering stratigraphic 
excavation techniques that are still used 
today (see Issue 3). This was one of her 
greatest contributions to archaeology 
and she continued to perfect her 
technique throughout the 4 seasons of 
excavation at Leicester (each summer 
between 1936 and 1939). 

Kathleen quickly proved that the Jewry 
Wall was part of a large basilica and 
concluded that it was the Roman ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ 
forum (civic centre). The significance of 
the discovery meant that the city council 
scrapped its plans for a public bath and 
laid out the ruins as a public monument. 

As more of the site was uncovered, 
however, Kathleen struggled to 
understand some of its more unusual 
features, particularly the odd 
arrangement of the buildings and big 
discrepancies in floor levels. Still believing 
it was the forum, she concluded these 
were due to ground subsidence making 
parts of the site unusable. Even when a 
large Roman bath house was found at the 
centre of the site, Kathleen continued to 
believe it was the forum, which was only 
converted into a bath house in the late 
Roman period. 

Today we know this not to be true. 
Archaeologists found the real forum 
beneath what is now Jubilee Square in the 
1960s and it is now accepted that the 
Jewry Wall was always part of a public 
ÂÁÔÈȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÄÉÍÉÎÉÓÈ +ÁÔÈÌÅÅÎȭÓ 
ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ,ÅÉÃÅÓÔÅÒȭs story, 
however. Whilst she was quick to make 
up her mind, and slow to change it, given 
the evidence available at the time her 
interpretation was not unreasonable, and 
her report was a pioneering attempt to 
date the main phases of the site using 
pottery. It is only because of her 
meticulous excavation and recording that 
archaeologists can re-evaluate her finds 
as new discoveries come to light.  

Kathleen kenyon and the jewry wall 

by Mathew Morris 

 

https://demos.algorithmia.com/colorize-photos/
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Leicester is famous for Thomas Cook (the 
travel agent), underdog sporting success, 
Walkers Crisps, Richard III (the king under 
the car park), the biggest Diwali 
celebrations outside India, and Kasabian; 
but walking through Leicester today it is 
often difficult to appreciate that we are 
treading on 2,000 years of history, that 
ÂÅÎÅÁÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÓÔÒÅÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ 
of Ratae Corieltavorum, the civitas capital 
of the people known to the romans as the 
Corieltavi. Now, a new book by the 
University of Leicester explores what life 
was like in the city over 1,600 years ago. 

 

Through a combination of narrative and 
new archaeological research Life in the 
Roman World: Roman Leicester by 
Giacomo Savani, Sarah Scott and our 
own YAC leader Mathew Morris explores 
the nature of everyday life under the 
Romans. 

Based on the world-class research of the 
School of Archaeology and Ancient 
History (SAAH), the excavations and 
publications of University of Leicester 
Archaeological Services (ULAS), and 
objects at the Jewry Wall Museum and 
the Harborough Museum, the book 
explores topics which still concern us 
today, such as conflict, social inequality, 
multiculturalism, migration, diet, disease 
and death. 

Inspired by recent archaeological 
discoveries in Leicester, the narrative 
imagines the experiences and responses 
of ordinary people living in the town 
through four centuries of Roman rule. 
Leicester is examined in detail because it 
is one of the most excavated urban 
centres in Britain, and the range of 
evidence shows us that it was a vibrant 
multicultural centre from its earliest 
phases. 

Caroline Lawrence, author of the popular 
Roman Mysteries series of historical 
novels for children, has described the 
ÂÏÏË ÁÓ ȬÔÒÕÌÙ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȭȢ 

Copies can be purchased from shop@le 
for £8.95: https://shop.le.ac.uk/product-
catalogue/books-and-gifts/leicester-
leicestershire/roman-leicester  

Here is one of the narrative pieces from 
the book, telling the story of a stolen 
cloak, from a lead curse tablet found in a 
Roman house, today beneath the John 
Lewis car park. 

 

The Stolen 

Cloak  

by Giacomo Savani 

)ÔȭÓ Á ÓÍÁÌÌȟ ÌÉÇÈÔ sheet of lead, with little 
letters scribbled all over it. A list of names. 
There is one of my names too, at the very 
ÆÒÏÎÔȡ ȬÄÁÅÏ ÍÁÇÌÏȭȟ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÄ -ÁÇÌÕÓȢ 
3ÅÒÖÁÎÄÕÓȟ -ÁÒÃÕÓȭ ÓÌÁÖÅȟ ÇÁÖÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÍÅȢ 
His cloak has been stolen and iÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ 
get the justice of men if you are a slave. 
So he seeks divine revenge, instead. My 
revenge. 

(Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 
ÌÉËÅ ÈÉÍȢ (ÅȭÓ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÄÁÉÎÆÕÌȟ ÅÖÅÎ 
ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢ (ÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÓÌÁÖÅ ÏÆ Á 
rich man, lives in a fancy house and thinks 
of himself as someone of importance 
because he owns a slave himself. He beats 
the poor boy over the slightest thing, 
especially when he has been beaten by his 
ÍÁÓÔÅÒȢ (Å ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÍÙ ÈÅÌÐȢ 

Besides, I know very little about these 
people Servandus is accusing of having 
stolen his cloak. All slaves working in the 
same house, with their foreign gods they 
have carried along from far away. One of 
them, Senedo, has the same name as a 
ÂÏÙ ) ËÎÅ×ȟ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÇÏȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ 
he shares with him. When Felicianus 
arrived here, he made offers to the local 
deities, to be sure not to upset anybody. 
When the new moon comes, 
Cunovendus, sixteenth on the list, pours 
milk for the gods of the river, and I get to 
drink some of it too. None of them has 
ever talked to me, though. 

Yet, there is someone I know. A little girl, 
Nigella. She was born in a land where the 
earth is dry and hot, beyond the ocean 
and the narrow sea. And yet, she has 
learnt of me. I wonder who told her about 
my place. 

She comes at night sometimes, a shadow 
among the shadows. She has big black 
eyes and curly hair, her skin the colour of 
burnished iron. She talks to me in a 
foreign language, whispering like water. 
She tells me about the bright light of the 
south and the strange beasts that live in 
her motherland. Water-dragons and 
horses with long necks, birds that cannot 
fly and vast, large-eared creatures with a 
skin that is harder than stone. 

She tells me about the food, too. About 
the way her grandmother used to bake 
flat bread in shallow dishes early in the 
morning and the smell of bonfires and 
roasted meat in the mild summer 
evenings. 

Once, Nigella told me about the night she 
was taken away. About the long journey 
packed in a cart with men and women and 
children, about the sweetish stench of the 
slave markets. About the man who 
bought her, the way he looked at her, like 
he was looking at a piece of carved wood. 
4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÁÖÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȭ3ÈÅ ÉÓ 
warranted healthy and not liable to run 
Á×ÁÙȢȭ 

Nigella is always cold here and she asks 
me to free the sun from the clouds, to 
make the rain stop. I tell her that I cannot, 
ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÍ just a small god. Sun and rain do 
not listen to me. But a cloak, I say, that I 
can find for you.  

New book on life in roman l eicester 

https://shop.le.ac.uk/product-catalogue/books-and-gifts/leicester-leicestershire/roman-leicester
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